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Collegiate Bass Anglers Association
                                                       2008 Heartland Regional Tournament Rules                                                            

1.
Official Rules / Changes.

Participation in the CBAA sanctioned tournament constitutes each contestant’s understanding of and full and unconditional agreement to and acceptance of these Official Rules.  The Tournament Director reserves the right to disqualify any contestant that is determined to be in violation of any term contained in these Official Rules.  Tournament Director’s decision not to enforce a specific provision of these Official Rules does not constitute a waiver of that provision or of the Official Rules generally.  Interpretation of these rules will be left exclusively to the Tournament Director. Decisions of the Tournament Director are final in all matters and are not subject to appeal.  Protests must be made in writing within 30 minutes of the official check-in time of the final flight of each tournament day. 
2.
Tournament Format.

Tournament Day(s):  Safe light to 3:00 P.M. (local) daily.  Student anglers compete as (2) man teams.  This is a team tournament and all team members must meet the eligibility requirements to compete. Winners are determined by the heaviest accumulated weight from each schools “Top Three” team scores. 

3. 
Participation / Eligibility.
Participation is open to full time college students who are currently enrolled in a participating college or university and are members of that college or university’s institutionally recognized fishing team/club and who are in good academic and social standing at their respective school.
There is no limit to the number of boats that a club may bring to each event.  Each team must provide its own equipment including, without limitation, fishing equipment, and safety devices, all subject to the restrictions contained in these official rules.

All contestants must have in their possession a valid fishing license for which state they are competing in.  Contestants shall present said fishing license for inspection, at the request is made by the Tournament Director.
4.
Off-Limits Period / Pre-Tournament Practice. 

There will be no official off limits periods to allow collegiate teams ample time to prepare for 2008 CBAA Heartland events.
No contestant may be on Tournament waters for the purpose of locating bass or potential fishing waters after the start of the pre-Tournament meeting through the end of the final weigh in, except during official tournament hours. 

Note:  The purchasing of information or the hiring of services will not be permitted during tournament hours.
5.
Registration & Tournament Meetings.
Each contestant/team must register by no later than the designated deadline for the event/tournament in question.  Contestants failing to register by the prescribed date and time may be excluded from the event in question.   Registration manner and deadline(s) will be set by the events Tournament Director and publicized well in advance of the said deadline.  
It is mandatory that all contestants attend all schedule tournament meetings and events.  Contestants who arrive late for any mandatory team meetings will forfeit their entry and may not be entered in the tournament. Tournament Director may grant exceptions on a case by case basis. 
6.
Pairings.
At the Tournament director’s sole discretion, team members may be allowed to compete alone in the event of an emergency related to their partner or approved extenuating circumstances.  The Tournament Director’s decisions related to sole competing anglers are final and non-appeal able.
7.
Safety.
Safe boating must be observed at all times.  Each contestant is required to wear a fastened, U.S. Coast Guard approved, personal flotation device anytime the combustion engine is in operation from boat check until weigh-in, and at all times during unsafe water or weather conditions.  All boats must be equipped with an emergency ignition shut-off device that must be securely attached to the driver's body whenever the combustion engine is in operation. At the discretion of the Tournament Director tournament day may be shortened, postponed or canceled due to unsafe weather or water conditions. 
As a safety measure, at the Tournament Directors’ sole discretion, lone anglers may be paired with other lone anglers.
8.
Sportsmanship.
All Contestants are required to follow high standards of sportsmanship, courtesy and conservation and to conduct themselves in a manner that will be a credit to themselves, to their college or university, event sponsors, the sport of fishing, and the Collegiate Bass Anglers Association efforts to promote the sport and good will. Examples of conduct not complying with those standards include, but are not limited to, the following:
Violation of, or failure to comply with, any of the official rules, consumption and/or possession of alcoholic beverages, is not allowed or any kind of mind-altering substance during registration, the tournament meeting or during tournament hours extending through the close of the weigh-in activities.  Abuse of, or addiction to, mind altering substances. Conviction of a felony within the past 36 months.  Suspension and/or disqualification from any tournament or fishing organization.

Any other words, conduct or actions reflecting unfavorably upon efforts to promote safety, sportsmanship, fair competition and compliance with tournament rules, or which fail to comply with the standards set forth in this paragraph 9.

In case of any conduct not complying with the standards, CBAA shall have the right to refuse any application, or to deny a confirmed application, by returning the entry fee (when applicable) of a previously accepted application, or to disqualify a contestant. 
9.
Boat Operation.
During Tournament hours, contestants may not obtain or receive assistance from non-competitors, follow a non-competitor's boat or participate in the practice of "hole sitting" or the placing of markers by anyone.

The use of mobile communication devices, including, but not limited to, cellular telephones, marine radios, walkie-talkies, CBs, etc., during tournament hours is strictly prohibited except in an emergency (severe weather, etc.).  
10.
Boat & Horsepower Regulation.
All boats must be propeller driven, be a minimum of 17 feet in length and have a rear deck. 

No barges or similar cumbersome crafts will be permitted. 

Each boat must have all required U.S. Coast Guard required safety equipment.

Boats must contain a properly aerated live well space to maintain alive a limit catch of bass by both contestants.
Maximum horsepower for all outboards shall not exceed the horsepower capacity set forth on the "Maximum Capacities" placard described below.

Each boat must have a clearly legible "Maximum Capacities" (or comparably titled) placard that includes a maximum horsepower rating affixed to the boat by the manufacturer.

By signing the entry form, each contestant agrees to submit their boat and/or motor to an inspection by CBAA events personnel and/or their representative.
Falsifying information on entry forms or altering the horsepower numbers on the motor or rating placard will be cause for disqualification from the tournament and may result in ineligibility to compete in future CBAA events.
Fishing platforms must be factory-installed equipment. No portable platforms may be used in tournament competition. 

Fuel may be carried only in factory-installed (built-in) fuel tanks. Any additional fuel used during the tournament day must be purchased from a retail facility open to the public. 

11.
Permitted Fishing Methods.
All bass must be caught alive in a conventional sporting manner. 

Only artificial lures may be used, with the exception of pork trailers. 

Only one fishing rod may be used at a time. 

Trolling as a method of fishing is prohibited. 

12.
Permitted Fishing Locations.
Contestants may fish anywhere on tournament waters available to the public and accessible by boat, except areas designated as "off limits" or "no fishing" by local, state or federal officials or within 50 yards of a competitor's boat that was first anchored (an anchored boat is a boat held in a stable position by a line attached to a weight with the trolling motor in the up position). 

All angling must be conducted from the boat. At no time may a contestant leave the boat to land a fish or to make the boat more accessible to fishing waters. 

Contestants must leave and return to the official checkpoint by boat. 

Contestant boats must remain in the tournament waters during the tournament day, except with the permission of the Tournament Director. 

No tournament boat may be loaded on the trailer before the weigh-in except with the permission of the Tournament Director. 

In the event of equipment failure or emergency, there will be only two permitted methods of returning to the official check-in: 


( by both partners remaining in their boat and being towed in by water, or
( by both partners entering the boat of another tournament contestant.
Under these two conditions the Contestants' catches may be counted without a penalty (except for late penalties, dead-fish penalties or other penalties pertaining to other Tournament rules). Contestants who elect to return to the official check-in by any other means than cited above will forfeit their day's catch, to that point in time, of the tournament day. 

Any contestant returning to the check-in point will be eligible to restart and resume competition under the supervision of the Tournament Director or their representative.  It is the sole responsibility of contestants to locate the Tournament Director to request a restart. 

Partners must remain together at all times and within sight of each other until the weigh-in slip is signed in order for their catch for that day to be counted.  The momentary condition of being out of sight of each other for restroom breaks is permitted.  If a contestant must violate any part of this rule due to an emergency or for any other reason, their catch for that day will not be counted. 

13.
Official Checkpoints.
There will be only one official checkpoint for boat check in the morning and one official check-in point in the afternoon. Failure to go through boat check and check-out in the morning or failure to check in at the check-in point will result in disqualification.  All fishing must cease upon check-in.
14.
Late Penalty.
Contestants who are not at the official check-in area at the appointed time will be penalized 1 pound per minute deducted from the total weight including any weight to be counted toward a Big Bass honors and awards.  Any contestant more than fifteen (15) minutes late will lose credit for that day's weight.
15.
Live Fish.
Every effort must be made to keep bass alive through the use of a properly aerated live well.  CBAA recommends the use of live well additives that promote the healthy return of bass to their natural habitat.  Eight (8) ounces will be deducted from the total weight for each dead bass presented for weigh-in.  Dead fish are not eligible for Big Bass honors and/or awards.
16.
Scoring.
Scoring will be determined by the pounds and ounces of each contestant's catch during each round of the qualifying tournament(s).
Only largemouth, spotted, and smallmouth bass are accepted species. 

The limit will be Five (5) fish, or as local lake limits dictate. Contestants possessing more than their tournament limit will have their catch for that day disqualified. 

The official minimum length limit for bass will be 14” inches, or as lake limits dictate for their specific species.  Should a bass be presented for weigh-in which fails to measure the prescribed length limit will result in the contestant being penalized 1 pound for each non-legal bass presented, and the loss of the fish in question.
Each Contestant's catch must be presented in an official weigh-in bag and verified by the signature of his/her partner.   
17.
Ties.
Ties will be broken by the team bringing in the greatest number of limits.  Should a tie still exist, the tie will be broken by the teams’ big bass. Should a tie remain, Co-Champions will be declared.   
18.
Logo Usage and Television Coverage.
During any televised events, competitors may not fish while using tobacco products when the camera is filming them.  Smoking or the use of tobacco products is not allowed in weigh-in lines during any days of competition.  
19.
Insurance.
Liability insurance, with coverage in reasonable amounts, is required of all contestants of CBAA tournaments and/or events.  CBAA may require a waiver of liability as part of the registration and participation requirements.
20.
Affidavits/Releases.
If required by CBAA, winner must sign and return a release of liability, declaration of eligibility and where lawful, a publicity consent agreement, all within three (3) days of receipt, except as set forth herein.
21.
Publicity.
Participation in CBAA sanctioned events is voluntary.  Contestants agree to use of his/her names, voices, quotes, comments, biographies, photographs, images, and/or likenesses for the purpose of advertising, trade, or promotion without further compensation or consideration in any and all media now known or hereafter developed throughout the world, unless prohibited by law. 

22.  
Photo and Release. 
I, THE UNDERSIGNED, hereby assign and grant to CBAA and/or any of its subsidiaries, the right and permission to copyright and/or publish photographs or video footage myself, (the “Work”) and the use of these photographs and video footage singularly or in conjunction with other photographs or video footage for television production and broadcast and any related art, advertising, internet usage, trade or any other similar lawful purpose whatsoever, including but not limited to, product packaging, posters, billboards, internet usage, endorsements, television and television commercials worldwide (the “Project”), without additional compensation by CBAA and free and clear of any claim whatsoever on my part.

I also hereby grant CBAA the exclusive right to reproduce, digitize and edit the Work at CBAA sole discretion, to publicly perform, publicly display and distribute the Work in any advertising, promotion and production related to the Project or any related programs.  The rights granted herein shall not confer in myself any rights of ownership in the Project; including, without limitation, the copyright thereto, all of which shall be and remain exclusive property of the CBAA.

I further certify that I am not a member or any organization whose membership requires permission to use my image or that would affect the terms of this Agreement such as the Screen Actors Guild, AFTRA, etc.

23.
Captions.
The captions at the beginning of each paragraph are intended to facilitate convenience in referring to the various rules.  The captions are not part of the substance of the paragraph and should not be used in construction of any paragraph or of this overall set of rules.
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